RIGA STRADINS
UNIVERSITY

Trust as a key precondition for involving
patients from vulnerable groups in research

Anda Kivite-Urtane, PhD
Associate Professor, Department of Public Health and Epidemiology

Director, Institute of Public Health



Fig. 1.5. Percentage of new HIV diagnoses with known mode of transmission, by transmission route and country,

EU/EEA, 2019 (n = 18 957)

Croatia
Hungary
Poland

Czechia
Netherlands
Slovakia
Iceland
Slovenia

Spain
Germany
Austria

Ireland T
DIGEE

Total EU/EEA [ T
Giree e e

United Kingdom |
B 1 Lga ri | ———
Luxembourg ST
el |

France IS

@t s

Finland S S
Portugal T
Sweden [
Norway I
Romania I
Lithuania I
Estonia
Latvia

o
N
(]

40 60 80 1

(]

Percentage

(o]

I Sex between men

I Heterosexual contact (males)
I Heterosexual contact (females)
H [njecting drug use

o Other



THE RISK OF HIV ACQUISITION COMPARED TO
THE GENERAL POPULATION:
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Key sites — HIV prevention points (low threshold centres)
https://www.spkc.gov.lv/Iv/hiv-profilakses-punkti
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https://www.spkc.gov.lv/lv/hiv-profilakses-punkti

Recruitment process using Respondent-Driven Sampling
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Example No 1
People who
inject drugs
(PWID),
2012-2014
Assessment on HIV and TB
knowledge and the barriers
https://www.aidsactioneurope.org/en/ related to access to care
B ohor assesement among vulnerable groups

related-access-care-among

Report on a cross-sectional study
among injecting drug users
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https://www.aidsactioneurope.org/en/publication/tubidu-report-assessment-hiv-and-tb-knowledge-and-barriers-related-access-care-among

Table 2. Incentives by country

Country Incentive for participation Incentive for inviting others
Bulgaria Package with snacks and candy bars - For the first participant -
worth €5 a wallet and a lighter worth
€2 per set

- For the second participant -
chocolate worth €1

- For the third participant - a pair
of sneakers (donated to the
organisation by a shoe store,
so if is difficult to assess the

value of the incentive)

nia Supermarket voucher worth €10 Food package worth ca. €5

Latvia Supermarket voucher worth €7 Supermarket voucher worth €4
Lithuania Supermarket voucher worth €8.5 Food package worth ca. €3.4 (for three
persons; ca. €1.1 for one person)
Romania Gift vouchers (2 pcs.) with the total Gift voucher worth €2.3
value of €4.6

Apart from the incentives, participants were provided with free syringes, condoms and information
materials.



Table 3. Number of participants by country

Country Number of Number of Number Number of Number of
seeds coupons of people ineligible parficipants
distributed screened for people
participation
Bulgaria 6+6' Burgas - 399 308 8 Burgas - 150
Varna - 382 Varna - 150
nia 6 —2 —2 —2 599
atvia 7 900 370 70 300
Lithuania 8 771 330 0 330
Romania 10 1242 —2 —2 417

" Two cities (Varna and Burgas), six each.

2 No data were collected on these indicators
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Table 1.3. Latvia

Seed 1 Seed 2 Seed 3 Seed 4 Seed 5 Seed 6 Seed 7
Gender Male Male Male Male Female Male Male
Age 46 36 31 35 49 40 24
Ethnicity Latvian Latvian Russian Russian Russian Russian Russian
!Vlfann drug Hanka Amp.he- Heroin Heroin Heroin Amp.he- Amp.he-
injected (poppy) famine famine famine
HIV status
(self Positive Negative Positive Positive Positive Negative Negative
reported)
TB history
(ever had
TB) No No No Yes No No No
(self
reported)
Number of 9 5 9 9 5 5 6
wayes
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Example No 2
Men who have
sex with men,
2017-2018

n=150, ended up
as convenience
sampling
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ATKARIBAS VIELU LIETOSANAS UN
ASOCIETO INFEKCIJU IZPLATIBAS PETIJUMS
VIRIESU, KURIEM IR DZIMUMATTIECIBAS AR VIRIESIEM,
POPULACIJA LATVIJA

2018




Example No 3
Female sex
workers, 2012

n=117, ended up
as convenience
sampling
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,HIV infekcijas, citu infekciju
un ar tam saistito (asociéeto) riska faktoru apzinasana
viena no HIV inficéSanas riskam
paklautajam grupam —
prostittcija nodarbinatam personam
(t. sk. injiceéjamo narkotiku lietotajam)”

LATVIJA

Riga, 2012




Example No 4,
2019

n=380, Greater
Involvement of
People living with
HIV and AIDS
(GIPA) principle

® CILVEKU,
KURI DZIVO AR HIV,
STIGMAS INDEKSS 2.0
https://www.stigmaindex.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/11/Latvia- LATVUUA
Stigma-Index-Report-2019.pdf
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https://www.stigmaindex.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Latvia-Stigma-Index-Report-2019.pdf




